
René Bernards 
Cancer Grand Challenges Scientific Committee member
Netherlands Cancer Institute 
René is best known for his work on tumour genetics to personalise cancer treatments. His honours include the Pezcoller 
Foundation-FECS Recognition for Contribution to Oncology and the AACR Princess Takamatsu Memorial Lectureship. He is a 
member of the Royal Netherlands Academy of Sciences, the US National Academy of Sciences and the American Academy of Arts 
and Sciences.
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Erik N. Bergstrom, PhD Student 
Team Mutographs
University of California, San Diego
Erik (Ph.D. should be awarded by the time of conference), is a graduate student at the University of California San Diego where he
studies the translational aspects of mutational signatures analysis. His research is focused on understanding the mutational 
processes giving rise to clustered hypermutations and developing alternative deep learning-based approaches for detecting 
signatures from histopathology slides of cancer patients..

Joanna Bons, Postdoc
Team STORMing Cancer 
Buck Institute for Research on Aging
Joanna joined the laboratory of Dr. Birgit Schilling at the Buck Institute for Research on Aging as postdoctoral fellow in 2020. One 
of her research topics focuses on developing and optimizing innovative mass spectrometry-based quantitative proteomics 
strategies to decipher ECM remodeling in cancers as part of CRUK STORMing Cancer.

Javier Carmona, Senior Project Manager
Vall d´Hebron Institute of Oncology 
Javier Carmona studied Biology at the Universities of Navarra and Autónoma of Madrid, and in 2013 he obtained his PhD in Dr 
Manel Esteller’s group at IDIBELL (Barcelona). In 2016, Javier joined the editorial team of Nature Medicine as scientific editor to 
coordinate the areas of oncology and artificial intelligence in biomedicine, and in 2019 he became Deputy Editor at the journal. In 
February 2022 he was appointed Scientific Strategy Officer at Vall d'Hebron Oncology Institute (VHIO), in Barcelona, where he 
supports the scientific vision and international relations of the Institute.

Patricia Centeno, Postdoc
Team SPECIFICANCER 
Beatson Institute for Cancer Research
Patricia is a postdoctoral researcher at CRUK Beatson Institute where she is part of the cancer grand challenge Specificancer. Dr 
Centeno’s main research is focused on deconstructing BRAFV600E tissue specificity in skin cancer. Particularly, she aims to 
understand why BRAFV600E is a driver of proliferation in melanoma, but not in non-melanoma skin cancer. 

Speaker list



Aliakbar Dariush, Senior Research Associate 
Team IMAXT
University of Cambridge
Ali Dariush, Ph.D., is a senior research associate at the University of Cambridge. Following graduating from the University of 
Birmingham, he worked at Cardiff University and Imperial College London on sub-millimetre signal processing. Ali joined the 
University of Cambridge in 2012 where he is leading design of high-throughput image processing algorithms, using AI and ML 
techniques, to analyse microscopic data.

Maria del Rocio Chamorro Gonzalez, PhD Student 
Team eDyNAmiC
Charité and Max Delbrück Center for Molecular Medicine
Rocío Chamorro González, is a molecular biologist at Experimental and Clinical 
Research Center (ECRC): Charité and Max-Delbrück Center (MDC), in Germany where 
she is pursuing a PhD in Molecular Medicine in the Henssen group. Rocio’s research 
focuses on establishing new methods to characterize extrachromosomal circular 
DNA heterogeneity at the single cell level and its impact in neuroblastoma tumor 
evolution. 

Alex Dexter, Senior Research Scientist 
Team Rosetta
National Physical Laboratory
Alex Dexter is a Senior research scientist at the National Physical Laboratory working in the National centre of excellence in mass 
spectrometry imaging. Alex’s research is focused on developing and applying new statistical and machine learning methods to 
improve interpretation and understanding of high dimensional imaging data such as mass spectrometry imaging.

Miriam Ferrer Gonzalez, PhD student 
Team CANCAN
Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory
Miriam Ferrer Gonzalez, MPhil, is a PhD student at Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory where she works in the Janowitz lab. Miriam's 
research is focused on the host response to cancer and cancer-associated cachexia. Specifically, she is interested in dietary 
interventions and the metabolic and biochemical interactions between lipids metabolism and the HPA axis in cancer. 
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Alina Janney, Postdoc 
Team OPTIMISTICC
University of Oxford 
Alina Janney is a post-doctoral researcher in Professor Fiona Powrie’s group at the University of Oxford. Alina is interested host- 
microbiome interactions and her studies utilise specific pathogen free and gnotobiotic mice to better understand this interplay in 
the development of colorectal cancer.

 



Yun Li, Assistant Professor/Junior PI 
Team Mutographs
University of California, San Francisco
Yun Rose Li is a radiation oncologist and physician scientist at the City of Hope Cancer Center where she treats and studies GI/GU 
cancer. Dr. Li leads a lab that focuses on understanding how metabolic modulation of oxidative stress impacts radiation therapy 
response and identifying opportunities to bring precision medicine to revolutionize radiation treatment delivery. 

Hanifa Koguna, PhD Student and Junior Neurosurgeon 
Team Rosetta
Imperial College London and National Physical Laboratory
Hanifa Koguna is a junior neurosurgeon and PhD student at Imperial College London 
and National Physical Laboratory working on multi-modal mapping of brain tumours 
for enhanced intra-operative margin delineation using mass spectrometry and 
confocal microscopy. Her research aims to improve surgical accuracy, pave the way 
for personalised diagnostic and therapeutic approaches in tackling brain tumours, 
and ultimately improve patient outcomes.

Meng-Lay Lin, Postdoc 
Team STORMing Cancer
Bart's Cancer Institute, Queen Mary University of London
Meng-Lay Lin is a post-doctoral researcher at Bart’s Cancer Institute, Queen Mary University of London. He is fascinated that some 
people with Barrett’s esophagus are more likely to progress to esophageal adenocarcinoma and how the precursor lesions turn 
into cancer over time. His research focuses on the identification of risk stratification signatures based on the immune 
microenvironment. 

Nuria  Lopez-Bigas, co-team lead 
Team PROMINENT
Institute for Research in Biomedicine, Barcelona  
Nuria is an ICREA Research Professor at the Institute for Research in Biomedicine (IRB) in Barcelona. She transitioned into 
bioinformatics during her postdoc at the European Bioinformatics Institute (EBI) and her research interests include understanding 
the mutational processes leading to the accumulation of mutations in cancer cells.
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Catrin Lutz, PhD Student 
Team PRECISION
Netherlands Cancer Institute
Catrin Lutz is an aspiring PhD researcher in the field of breast cancer animal modelling. As such, her goals include meeting the 
unmet need of finding modelling systems for Ductal Carcinoma in Situ (DCIS) and hormone-dependent breast cancer subtypes. Cat 
likes challenges and is inspired by music, culture and travelling.

Jens Luebeck, Postdoc 
Team eDyNAmiC
University of California, San Diego
Jens Luebeck is a postdoctoral researcher at UC San Diego, working with Professor Vineet Bafna in the Computer Science 
department. Jens's research involves detecting, profiling and reconstructing focal genome amplifications such as ecDNA from 
sequencing data. He has developed computational tools for these tasks, such as AmpliconClassifier to detect ecDNA and 
AmpliconReconstructor to reconstruct ecDNA genome structures.



Hendrik Messal, Postdoc 
Team PRECISION
Netherlands Cancer Institute
Hendrik Messal, PhD, is currently a postdoc with Jacco van Rheenen at the Netherlands Cancer Institute in Amsterdam, where he 
uses tissue clearing and 3D whole organ microscopy to explore the molecular mechanisms that shape tissue morphology in the 
normal and cancerous breast and pancreas.

Mariya Mardamshina, Postdoc 
Team PROMINENT
KTH Royal Institute of Technology
Mariya is a postdoctoral fellow from Emma Lundberg’s group working on deciphering 
intratumor heterogeneity on a single-cell level.  Although Mariya was trained as a 
clinician, she decided to pursue research and moved to Israel for Ph.D. studies. Her 
graduate work focused on breast cancer proteomics, aiming to understand the 
spatial inter- and intratumoral heterogeneity using a state-of-art mass spectrometry-
based approach. 

Sarah Moody, Senior Staff Scientist 
Team Mutographs
Wellcome Sanger Institute
Sarah is a Senior Staff Scientist based at the Wellcome Sanger Institute (UK) and is part of the Mutographs Cancer Grand 
Challenge team working under Professor Sir Mike Stratton. Her research focuses on analysing the patterns of mutations 
(mutational signatures) in cancer genomes.  

Olesja Popow, Postdoc 
Team SPECIFICANCER
Dana-Farber Cancer Institute
Olesja Popow, PhD, is a Research Fellow in Cancer Biology at Dana-Farber Cancer Institute in the laboratory of Dr. Kevin Haigis. In 
addition, she is a Postdoctoral Fellow in Cell Biology in the laboratory of Steven Gygi at HMS. Her research is focused on the 
application of mass spectrometry-based techniques to elucidate critical aspects of cancer cell biology and signaling.
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David Scott, Director, Cancer Grand Challenges 
Cancer Research UK
David has been the Director of the Cancer Grand Challenges initiative at CRUK since 2020. Before this, he was Director of Discovery 
Research at CRUK for over 10 years where he oversaw the charity’s basic science portfolio. David originally trained as a scientist in 
the UK and Italy, modelling fluid and solute transport across the vasculature and interstitial tissues.

Amy Schade, Postdoc 
Team SPECIFICANCER
Brigham and Women's Hospital, Harvard Medical School
Amy Schade, PhD is a postdoctoral research fellow in medicine at Harvard Medical School and Brigham and Women's Hospital. Dr. 
Schade's research interest is in development of novel therapies for treatment of triple negative breast cancer. 



Marcelo Sobral-Leite, Postdoc 
Team PRECISION
Netherlands Cancer Institute
Marcelo Sobral-Leite, PharmD, PhD, is a postdoc at the Netherlands Cancer Institute where he leads 
a project to identify ductal carcinoma in situ of the breast that would not need treatment. To reach 
this aim, Dr. Marcelo Sobral-Leite's research uses artificial intelligent algorithms in digitized images 
of pathology tissue sections.

Yasutoshi Takashima, Research Fellow 
Team OPTIMISTICC
Brigham and Women's Hospital and Harvard Medical School
Yasutoshi Takashima is a research fellow with the successful experience in the multiple immunofluorescences staining and in situ 
hybridization as the pathologist. He is reviewing and analyzing the patient tissue data in his teams cohort study, a work he enjoys 
doing. 

Ignacio Vazquez-Garcia, Postdoc 
Team IMAXT
Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center
Ignacio is a Research Fellow in Computational Oncology at Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center and Columbia University, 
under the mentorship of Dr. Sohrab Shah and Dr. Simon Tavaré. He investigates the mechanisms of spatio-temporal tumor 
evolution, progression and therapy response. His current research studies genomic instability and its impact on cancer evolution 
using single-cell sequencing and in situ imaging.
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Yichen Wang, PhD Student 
Team Mutographs
Wellcome Sanger Institute
Yichen Wang is a PhD candidate from the Cancer, Ageing and Somatic Mutations Programme at Wellcome Sanger Institute. Her 
research is focused on using genome sequencing and bioinformatics to unveil the normal ageing process as well as how cancer 
developed, with a PhD thesis about mutational processes in normal human tissues.

Sara  Wakeling, patient advocate 
Team NexTGen
Alice’s Arc
Sara is the CEO and co-founder, of Alice’s Arc, a children’s cancer charity for rhabdomyosarcoma. Sara also holds a PPI/E 
Research Assistant role at the Louis Dundas Centre for Children’s Palliative Care at the UCL Great Ormond Street Institute of Child 
Health.

Laura Soucek 
CEO, Peptomyc
Laura Soucek leads the Mouse Models of Cancer Therapies Laboratory at the Vall d’Hebron Institute of Oncology, in Barcelona, 
Spain, where she is also ICREA Research Professor and Associate Professor at the Universidad Autónoma de Barcelona. She did 
her PhD in University La Sapienza (Rome, Italy) and was a postdoctoral fellow in Dr. Gerard Evan’s laboratory at the University of 
California San Francisco (UCSF, USA). She is a cancer research expert specialized in Myc inhibition strategies, as well as founder 
and CEO of Peptomyc S.L., a spin off company that aims at treating cancer with anti-Myc peptides.



Mark Yarmarkovich, Senior Scientist 
Team NexTGen
Children's Hospital of Philadelphia
Mark Yarmarkovich, PhD is a scientist at the Children's Hospital of Philadelphia leading a team focused on developing novel CAR T 
cell strategies to target intracellular proteins that are highly tumor-specific and essential to tumor biology.

Bin Yan, Higher Research Scientist 
Team Rosetta
National Physical Laboratory
Bin Yan is a Higher Research Scientist at UK National Physical Laboratory (NPL). His 
research interests mainly focus on the method development and application of Mass 
Spectrometry Imaging (MSI), particularly for studies of biological samples. Dr. Yan 
has been leading the project of developing ambient MS for in situ protein detection 
and protein-ligand binding study at NPL.  

Caroline Young, Clinical Lecturer (Histopathology) 
Team OPTIMISTICC
University of Leeds
Caroline Young is a NIHR Clinical Lecturer in histopathology having completed a Wellcome Trust Clinical Research Training 
Fellowship. Her PhD investigated (1) the potential of the colorectal microbiome to improve colorectal cancer (CRC) screening and 
(2) the CRC-associated microbiome of non-Western countries (where CRC incidence is rising). She is expanding both of these 
projects as part of her lectureship.

Nastaran  Zahir, Chief 
National Cancer Institute
Nastaran (Nas) Zahir, Ph.D., is Chief of the Cancer Training Branch in the Center for Cancer Training where she oversees cancer 
research fellowships, career development awards, training grants, and research education programs funded by the US National 
Cancer Institute (NCI). Nas strives to foster collaborative team science and support cancer education, outreach, and advocacy 
activities spanning the cancer research continuum.

Speaker list cont'd...


